3/9/76 


Mr. Gary Schooner 
400 W. Franklin, #2 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55405 

Dear Gary, 

Thanks for the couttesy of the carbon of your 2/19/76 to Stoney Cooks, in 
Andy Young' s office. I respond when I should not take the time to repeat the admonition 
of the pa 3 t, the unheeded, because maybe you'll loarn yet and practise your own calling 
and ask yournolf how much of this is an expression of something that might be frustration. 

Stoney Cooks knew more than is in your letter in early 1971. Me was then turned 
off and has remained that way. Me was then with SOLS , as was Youhg. More activist- 
oriented SC1.C people in Atlanta and Mow York, got copies of Frame-Up to them. 

Since then* I've carried my work forward, in one area with a new black associate, 
who has been in touch with Young personally and has updated him. 

Schweiker wanted to see mo last October, ^t was the day alter X got the negatives 
of Post Mortem dafely off to the out-of-town printer of Post Mortem. Although I was in 
agony that day I spent the morning with him. What X report of that I ask you to hold in 
confidence. But again my purpose is not to chide but to inform. 

I took the early bus, unable to drive. By the time X got to DC, the left leg was 
torture, even on crutches, but I spent the entire morning with him. X was in 
his office before he was and stayed until the last minute I could see the dootor. That 
is when I learned that the symptoms I had reported to no avail were of phlebitis. u e 
then again seriously underestimated and did not hospitalize me for another week, after 
the mild anti-coagulent failed and deterioration continued. I have only recently learned 
that by the time of the hospitalization I had lost the main vein in the entire left leg 
and thigh and have impairment in the right and now apparently a vascular duplication. 

This should explain to you both the extent to which I was willing to go to try to be 
helpful and my reluctance to en$|p in pointless correspondece. As well as my intention 
in this, to be helpful to you. And also, now that the horse is gone to try and persaude 
the door-openers that it is no way to keep the horse where he bleongs. 

Schweiker had questions ready for me. I told him I owed him candor and it he 
had not heard my reputation, which is for forthrightness in the kinder representation, 

I'd not serve him well to be less than positive in what I said. But please ask for 
proofs or reasons if you do not believe what X’ll be able to say in the time we have. 

(This was 2 1/2 hours and would have been longer if ‘I didn t have to get to the doct by nSon.; 

He said I have some theories and I'd like you to shoot them down. One of the loum 
was this Milteer stuff. He'd read ip in F— U. So, in terms of his possibilities within 
the time he had and the politlcall realities, after first telling him that all four 
came originally from my work, I did proceed to shoot them down. ThenI I told him that 
all required investigation, but as a beginning point it was putting the grease on the 
rim of the wheel, not the axle. I also explained why. I brought enough of the documents 
then being printed in PM to show him their character and definitiveness. Pictures, too. 

I offered the opinion that this essentially peripheral matters would accomplish nothing 
as a beginning,* that he had neither the trained staff nor the time to waste on anything 
bu the nitty-gritty, that the one way he had any chance to overcome the reluctance of 
his colleagues and the major media was to totally and completely demolish the Report and, 
having done that beyond repair, ask for an independent, separate investigation, egardless 
of Church's ambitions, if any, by the time that committee completed its work - and I 
noted that had been successfully kept off the major task by the executive agencies and 
he even then agreed to this!— the Members and those of the staff willing and not already 
compromised by thoir pasts would be experienced. Don o t do this, I said, and you fail. And 
should. You will be regarded as unsubstantial, you will have nothing that persuades the 
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unwilling and will convince them that solid evidence does not exist, and you will 
without the intent became part of a Ford/ spook operation to numbs everyone and immure 
to all exposures. I went farthur. I told him I'd give him all the documents in Post 
Mortem and he did not even have to credit it or me, just so he got to the heart immed- 
Jkatl iately beforetho inevitable numbness of any other approach set in. 

I told him that if he took this approach there is nothing 1 have he could not 
have, nothing that would stand in the way of my :ti& rights to my own work, nothing like 
that. I told him the faster this agony were over the faster I could content myself with 
work I have wanted to do for years and could not get to because of all the dilletantism. 

You have an idea of what I could and would have given him, too. But I also said that I 
could not in good conscience be part of anything that was 5a not basic, direct ahd beyond 
quibbling over. I even went into how the ultimate -investigation could work and succeed. 

I had given this much thought and liad been approached by others. And* we have this long 
history of what happens to the crap from the crappers around. 

He wa3 effusive in his praise, almost euphoric in his seeming agreement, profuse 
in his thanks. That was a Thursday. H e told me he’d be wanting to see and tlak to me more, 
that he could see my difficuoty getting around, that when the time came he’d come up or 
send a car for me, and I left certain that at last we had one with a solid approach^ The 
next Tuesday or Wednesay I was in the hospital, with a radio and a task for another 
subcommittee. x t was so anxious to be and keep in touch that I took a private room I 
could ill afford so I could serve both in praveay and use the phone the same way. I 
spent much of my hospital time trying to write out a position paper for the second sub- 
committee. They wanted to pick my brains so much that the staff director insisted on getting 
up early and driving me in to DC instead of the student who I had lined up. We talked 
all the way in and I then outlined his basic approach for him and what it would yield. 

After I was out ot the hspital he and his research director were up once, the research 
director on his ovm, they £ left with only copies I was physically unable to copy, I 
don_t have them back yet despite many efforts, and they then merely stole and 
presented a3 their own the least significant of what they got from me. Jlmwas to have 
been a witness, prepared a statement, good, honest one. The chiarperson and staff 
read it and banged the gavel as Jim was supposed to testify. They also misse3 the boat 
and except for the few slips by their witnesses wound up with nothing not Jim’s add 
my work, in effect stolon, and much less than we gave them. If you think this is any 
way exaggerated, ask Jim. But by phone. I1 s haan t time to write and is away until the 
end of this week. 

I can give you chaper and verse with others, in the Congress and the Lanes and 
his kind. On the present Congressional gutlessness and stupidity and of the ineffectuality 
of all the childish, frequently aelf-seeking, lobbying and sypplyin of misinformation, 
disinformation and the wrong information by the Buds and others. 

The next result should take you back 5-6 years if you are willing to look back 
and learn. Everyone i3 innured. ho sensation means anything and the great opportunity 
we had it totally blown. Only on unexpectable miracle can change fcfas this. 

When you send the Youngs and the Cooks who are copouts from way back, Cooks 
perhaps because he did gdd did not do what he knew was wanted, you are smearing them 
all over agains with greasy kid stuff. They are all over their ears in it and have been. 

Meanwhile the fcaisk black caucus knows about me, Members and enough of the 3taff. 

One one has r ally turned on and my total lack of help and new limitations make it im- 
possible for me to serve him as I'd like. As long as this permeating and long-standing 
selfishness continues it will remain impossible. So, having learned to live with it, I 
do as best I can with what can mean something. But not because I would not take the time 

where it might do some good. I learned to live with reality. You oon't. And the end 

end rw Hitx ta result is negative, depresses them and persaudes them there is no chance. 

In representing as your own investigation what they read in F-U you have also undermined 
yourself for the future. i t is and will be as it was when I took Kondales’ J asper to the 

Arcliives so long ago. He got scared and warned ‘‘on dale. Hastily, 


